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Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )I3 Responsive to comnnunication(s) filed on 15 December 2004 . 
2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) 0 Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1-17 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim{s) 1,3 and 6-17 is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) 0 Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) ^ Claim(s) 2,4 and 5 is/are rejected. 
/)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner, 

10) ^ The drawing(s) filed on 16 October 2001 is/are: a)[S accepted or b)0 objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1.85(a). 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 

1 1) 0 The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12) ^ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 
bM All b)0 Some * c)0 None of: 

1 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.0 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3.0 Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Election 

The examiner is in receipt of reply to office action mailed 1 1/15/2004, which was 
received 12/15/2004. Acknowledgement is made to the election of Group IIB that leaves 
claims 2,4 and 5 as pending in the instant invention. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 2,4 and 5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Katz (US 6,055,513). 



In regards to claim 2, Katz discloses a method for providing information on 
commodities to a user by using a computer, comprising the steps of: (a) acquiring 
commodity-comparison information indicating at least one result of at least one 
comparison between said commodities, from at least one first terminal through a 
communication means (FIG 1); 
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(b) storing in a storage device said comnnodity-connparison information acquired 
in step (a) (FIG 2); 

Katz teaches analyzing data (FIG 2) and providing a comparison display (FIG 4). 
but does not specifically state that the display is in a coordinate format. It was old and 
well known in the art at the time of the invention to display analyzed information in a 
coordinate format. It would have been obvious to a person having ordinary skill in the art 
to include in Katz, displaying the information in a coordinate graphical manner, because 
it is notoriously well known that the use of a coordinate display is useful in graphically 
displaying information for decision making by a user. 

(d) producing relative-evaluation information which indicates at least one relative 
evaluation of said commodities by using said commodity-comparison map (FIG 4, item 
148); and 

(e) transmitting said relative-evaluation information to one of at least one second 
terminal through a communication means (FIG 4). 

In regards to claim 4, Katz teaches (f) acquiring possessed-commodity 
information which indicates at least one first commodity possessed by said user; and 
said commodity-comparison map is produced in step (c) in such a manner that said 
commodity-comparison map visually indicates information on at least one feature in 
which at least one second commodity is superior to one of said at least one first 
commodity (FIG 8), 
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at least one relationship between said one of said at least one first connmodity 
and said at least one second commodity is indicated by locations of the one of the at 
least one first commodity and the at least one second commodity in the commodity- 
comparison map, and 

said at least one feature respectively corresponds to said at least one coordinate 
axis of said commodity-comparison map (see response to claim 1). 

In regards to claim 5, Katz teaches wherein said relative-evaluation information 
is arranged for display of information on said at least one second commodity and said at 
least one feature on said one of the at least one second terminal (FIG 9). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mark Fadok whose telephone number is (703) 605- 
4252. The examiner can normally be reached Monday thru Thursday 8:00 AM to 5:00 
PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Wynn Coggins can be reached on (703) 308-1344. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the Receptionist whose telephone number is (703) 
308-1113. 
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Any response to this action should be mailed to: 

Commissioner for Patents 

P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, Va. 2231 3-1 450 

or faxed to: 

(703) 872-9306 [Official communications; including 
After Final communications labeled 
"Box AF"] 

(703) 746-7206 [Informal/Draft communications, labeled 

"PROPOSED" or "DRAFT"] 
Hand delivered responses should be brought to Crystal Park 5, 2451 Crystal 
Drive, Arlington, VA, 7"^ floor receptionist. 




Mark Fadok 
Patent Examiner 



